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Statement on the Death of Archbishop of Athens and All Greece
Christodoulos
January 28, 2008

Laura and I offer our condolences to the
people of Greece at this time of mourning
for the death of the Archbishop of Athens
and All Greece Christodoulos. The late
Archbishop was well known as an articulate
voice of the Orthodox faith, for his engage-

ment in interreligious dialogue, and for his
promotion of social programs to help the
vulnerable. Our prayers are with the people
of Greece and all those who followed his
spiritual guidance.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of
Agriculture
January 28, 2008

I appreciate that the Senate today unani-
mously confirmed Ed Schafer to be our
next Secretary of Agriculture. As a two-
term Governor and business leader, Ed has
distinguished himself as an executive with
a proven record of results.

Ed will lead a department that oversees
our food, agriculture, natural resources,
food safety, and health and nutrition pro-
grams. He will be an advocate for farmers,
ranchers, and consumers as he works to

open new markets for their products. And
he will work with the Congress to pass
a responsible farm bill that will provide a
safety net for farmers and protect our lands
and the environment while at the same
time ensuring Federal tax dollars are spent
wisely.

I look forward to seeing Ed take his seat
along with the rest of my Cabinet at this
evening’s State of the Union.

Statement on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2008
January 28, 2008

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4986,
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2008. The Act authorizes fund-
ing for the defense of the United States
and its interests abroad, for military con-
struction, and for national security-related
energy programs.

Provisions of the Act, including sections
841, 846, 1079, and 1222, purport to im-
pose requirements that could inhibit the
President’s ability to carry out his constitu-

tional obligations to take care that the laws
be faithfully executed, to protect national
security, to supervise the executive branch,
and to execute his authority as Commander
in Chief. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the constitutional authority of
the President.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
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January 28, 2008. NOTE: H.R. 4986, approved January 28, was
assigned Public Law No. 110–181.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 28, 2008

Thank you all. Madam Speaker, Vice
President Cheney, Members of Congress,
distinguished guests, and fellow citizens:
Seven years have passed since I first stood
before you at this rostrum. In that time,
our country has been tested in ways none
of us could have imagined. We faced hard
decisions about peace and war, rising com-
petition in the world economy, and the
health and welfare of our citizens. These
issues call for vigorous debate, and I think
it’s fair to say, we’ve answered the call.
[Laughter] Yet history will record that amid
our differences, we acted with purpose, and
together we showed the world the power
and resilience of American self-government.

All of us were sent to Washington to
carry out the people’s business. That is the
purpose of this body. It is the meaning
of our oath. It remains our charge to keep.

The actions of the 110th Congress will
affect the security and prosperity of our
Nation long after this session has ended.
In this election year, let us show our fellow
Americans that we recognize our respon-
sibilities and are determined to meet them.
Let us show them that Republicans and
Democrats can compete for votes and co-
operate for results at the same time.

From expanding opportunity to pro-
tecting our country, we’ve made good
progress. Yet we have unfinished business
before us, and the American people expect
us to get it done.

In the work ahead, we must be guided
by the philosophy that made our Nation
great. As Americans, we believe in the
power of individuals to determine their des-
tiny and shape the course of history. We
believe that the most reliable guide for our

country is the collective wisdom of ordinary
citizens. And so in all we do, we must
trust in the ability of free peoples to make
wise decisions and empower them to im-
prove their lives for their futures.

To build a prosperous future, we must
trust people with their own money and em-
power them to grow our economy. As we
meet tonight, our economy is undergoing
a period of uncertainty. America has added
jobs for a record 52 straight months, but
jobs are now growing at a slower pace.
Wages are up, but so are prices for food
and gas. Exports are rising, but the housing
market has declined. At kitchen tables
across our country, there is a concern about
our economic future.

In the long run, Americans can be con-
fident about our economic growth. But in
the short run, we can all see that that
growth is slowing. So last week, my admin-
istration reached agreement with Speaker
Pelosi and Republican Leader Boehner on
a robust growth package that includes tax
relief for individuals and families and incen-
tives for business investment. The tempta-
tion will be to load up the bill. That would
delay it or derail it, and neither option is
acceptable. This is a good agreement that
will keep our economy growing and our
people working, and this Congress must
pass it as soon as possible.

We have other work to do on taxes. Un-
less Congress acts, most of the tax relief
we’ve delivered over the past 7 years will
be taken away. Some in Washington argue
that letting tax relief expire is not a tax
increase. Try explaining that to 116 million
American taxpayers who would see their
taxes rise by an average of $1,800. Others
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